GOVERNOR’S GAVEL
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
As we begin 2021, it is with the hope that this will be a different year in so many ways. We
are hopeful that the vaccine will be effective in helping to slow down the spread of the
virus. We are hopeful that those who have had the virus will recover. We are hopeful that
those families who have lost one or more loved ones to the virus will have better days
ahead. We are hopeful that our communities will come back stronger than ever. We are
hopeful to get back to some form of normalcy, whatever that may be. I personally don’t
believe that things will ever be as they were, but we can and must move forward not only
in our lives and work, but in Altrusa.
I applaud all the clubs who have carried on for the past nine months. You have continued
with virtual meetings and a few of you have been able to have in-person or hybrid
meetings allowing your members to attend virtually if they do not feel comfortable
attending in person. Clubs have continued with fundraising and several revamped and/or
new service projects. I like the ways clubs have had virtual social outings on Zoom. I even
took advantage of invitations to attend a couple of the Holiday Zoom
gatherings.
Do something

*

today that your
future self will
thank you for.

I am sharing in this issue those holiday service activities that have been
shared by 14 of our District Clubs. I counted more than 30 projects and
activities. (I am sorry if I did not share all of your activities or missed it
entirely.) Again, let me remind you to post your projects on the District
Six Facebook page so that we all can see what everyone is doing.

My 2021 challenge to you was said by my favorite cat in the January 7th
comic strip! Coming up on January 18th is Martin Luther King Day which is
designated as a day of service. On this day, let’s each do something for
someone else, even if it is a phone call or note to a shut in.
Wishing you a healthy and safe New Year.
Governor Sue
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DISTRICT SIX NEWS
UPDATE FROM THE DISTRICT SIX BOARD

FOR THE 65TH DISTRICT SIX CONFERENCE
May 7-8, 2021

REMINDERS OF UPCOMING DEADLINES IN DISTRICT SIX
Award Applications—March 1, 2021
Mamie L. Bass Service Award
Letha H. Brown Literacy Awards
Nina Fay Calhoun International Relations Award

*

Applications for these awards are available on the Altrusa International website at www.altrusa.org.
The original and three redacted copies of each award are to be sent to Rebecca (Becky) Mercier,
District Service Committee Chair at:
Rebecca Mercier
106 Steeplechase Ct.
Nicholasville, KY 40356
Additional information was sent to Club Presidents in October 2020. If you have questions email Becky
at ramercier@twc.
District Awards—March 1, 2021
Governor’s Awards
Rookie of the Year
Completed applications may be emailed to Sue Whitaker at swhitaker@bsu.edu. Applications for
these awards was sent to Club Presidents back in October 2020. If you have any questions, please
contact Sue Whitaker.
International Foundation—March 15, 2021
Cycle 2 Project Grant Applications
The grant awards are up to $4000.00 for projects that would be completed between May 15, 2021 and
May 15, 2022. Additional Information and application are available on the Foundation website. You can
access this through the Altrusa International website at www.altrusa.org..altrusa.org.
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TRIBUTE TO NANCY HEAL
DeKalb County Altrusa Club

It is with great sadness that I report the passing of Nancy Heal, District Six
Secretary. Nancy resigned from her position in August for health reasons.
The following are excerpts from her obituary.
Nancy (Crouch) Heal, of Esmond, died peacefully at NW Medicine—
Kishwaukee Hospital, at age 68 after a long illness beginning and ending
with battles against COVID-19. The family is forever grateful for the
doctors, nurses and medical staff in their efforts and care for Nancy
alongside the support given by family and friends.
Nancy was born on September 16, 1952 in DeKalb to William (Bill) and Lillian (Bloomquist) Crouch.
She earned an associate degree from Kishwaukee Community College in 1972 on the day she married
Ronald (Ron) Heal, whom she met on a blind date. Over the first nine years of their marriage they
welcomed two children into their family, Randy and Stephanie. Her children remember her as loving,
kind, and driven, who encouraged them to pursue their life goals. After being a stay-at-home mom, Nancy worked in the banking industry for 22 years starting as a bank teller and working her way up to Director of Human Resources.

*

Nancy had a smile that would light up the room, had the best laugh, and made all that met her feel
welcome and a part of the family. She was an avid reader and pet lover who enjoyed flower gardening
and creating art. She loved her life on the farm and was proud to be a farmer’s wife. Nancy was an
active and dedicated member of Altrusa International and enjoyed organizing the yearly Spelling Bee.
Nancy is survived by her father, Bill Crouch of Sycamore, her husband Ron Heal of Esmond, children
Randy Heal (David Westbrooks) of Birmingham, Alabama and Stephanie Heal of Raleigh, North Carolina,
and brother Larry (Star) Crouch of Genoa. She is preceded in death by her mother, Lillian Crouch.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Nancy’s family, the DeKalb County Altrusa Club and all of her other
Altrusa friends.
Notes and cards may be sent to her husband Ron Heal at 25456 Esmond Road, Malta, IL 60150.

3

DISTRICT SIX SERVICE COMMITTEE
Rebecca (Becky) Mercier, District Six Service Committee Chair, asked that the following thank you from
Days for Girls be shared with all Altrusa members.

*

What a year! Even in the face of extraordinary challenges, we managed to reach 204,000+ women and
girls in 2020...bringing our total (so far) to 1.9 million. Thanks for your continued support of the DfG
Altrusa International Service Project!
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NEWS FROM INTERNATIONAL
2021 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION UPDATE

*

OTHER DATES TO REMEMBER
January 18—Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday—also designated as a Day of Service

UPCOMING UNITED NATIONS DAYS TO OBSERVE
January 24—International Day of Education
February 20—World Day of Social Justice

5

MEMBER NEWS
NEW MEMBERS
Muncie

Michele Owen

Sponsors: Brenda Williamson and Shannon Bryan

DEATHS
Indianapolis

Lucille Allen (Emeritus)

December 21, 2020

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING
I understand that clubs are finding it difficult to recruit new members during the
pandemic. In December, a Membership Challenge was issued to clubs and
members to recruit 49 new members by the end of May. To date, we have added
only 12 new members since the beginning of the club year. Have you considered
having a virtual recruiting coffee, tea or happy hour? Have your members identify
potential members, invite them to your event and talk with them about what your
Altrusa Club does in your community. You could invite a District Six Board member
to join your gathering and talk a little about Altrusa at the District and International
levels. To date, only six clubs have added to their member numbers. Let’s have
some fun, learn about Altrusa and keep our membership growing.

*

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. JAN HOUSTON!
Jan Houston of the Champaign-Urbana Club recently received the Carle Legacy
Award. This is a lifetime achievement award for individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to The Carle Foundation and its communities, through service,
philanthropy and advancing education and research.
A graduate of the Edinburgh Medical School in Scotland, she came to the United
States to explore new opportunities in the medical field. “I came over thinking it
would be good for career advancement,” Dr. Houston said. She hadn’t planned to
stay, but after completing her hematology training in Milwaukee, she accepted a job
at Carle, and Champaign became her adopted home. She is a 47-year member of
Altrusa.
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MEMBER NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. MIA JOHNSON
Mia Johnson of the Muncie Club was recently named Chancellor for the Ivy Tech
Community College Anderson campus. Dr. Johnson has served in many leadership roles at Ivy Tech including, most recently, as interim chancellor for the
Anderson campus and vice-chancellor for academic affairs at the Muncie
campus.
Johnson is active in the community serving as the president for the YWCA-Central
Indiana and serving on the board of directors for the YMCA of Muncie and the
Community Foundation of Muncie and Delaware County’s scholarship advisory
committee. She also is a mentor for Project Leadership, member of Rotary and
Altrusa International, and very active in International Leadership Association.

*
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CLUB NEWS

The Hamilton County, IN Altrusa Club was recently featured in the Hamilton County Reporter. Thanks to
the Altrusa Club of Hamilton County, young visitors to Hamilton North Public Library (HNPL) have a new
literacy and creative station for book reading, block building, and child-to-child conversations. Members
of the Altrusa Club of Hamilton County presented the kid-size table and book donations to Library Director
Ann Hoehn (kneeling) and Children’s Librarian Debra Brown. (From left) Debra Brown, Pam Trumbauer
(Club Vice President), Donna Prather (Club Secretary), Carol Rader (Club Director), and Joanne Kemp
(Club President). (Photo provided by HNPL)

*

See the full article and other pictures at: https://readthereporter.com/altrusa-donates-to-hnplschildrens-wing.
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Lexington, KY Altrusa members usually
man the phones during Kentucky
Educational Television’s annual fundraiser. They were unable to be there in
person last fall, but KET did run a video
interview with Club President Georgette
Smith.
Click on this link to view the video”
https://youtu.be/RYCCz6xJn-Y.

*

NOTE TO CLUBS: Please share news articles about your club activities, and we will feature them in
future newsletters.

HOLIDAY SERVICE PROJECTS AND FUN ABOUND
IN DISTRICT SIX CLUBS
Throughout the month of November and December, District Six Altrusans were busy making the lives of
others in their respective communities better with their more than 30 holiday service projects and
activities. Even though the members were busy, they did take time out for some holiday fun. On the
following pages, please enjoy seeing and reading about what all the clubs have been doing.
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Bedford Altrusans rang Salvation Army Bells at Rural King both Black Friday and Black Saturday and
WOW!! Did they bring in the bucks: $825 Friday and $780 on Saturday! Due to their efforts, Bender
Lumber and an anonymous donor each matched our goals--each donating an additional $1500 dollars!
These Altrusans do so much to help their community and make the club so proud!

Bedford Altrusans generously donated items for the Men's Warming Shelter. By providing blankets,
sheets for 12 beds, pillows, towels, washcloths, soap, deodorant, toothbrushes & toothpaste, coats,
gloves, scarves, vests, sweaters, etc., they allowed the advisors to concentrate on counseling, educating,
finding jobs for these homeless men.

*

Bedford Altrusans met at Hauck House to distribute gifts, candy, fruit and books to residents of the
low-income apartments.
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Canton Altrusans rang bells for the Salvation Army in early December.

*

Champaign-Urbana members are shown wrapping presents
for Cunningham Children's Home including both gifts for the
residents and the gifts residents picked out for their families
at the modified kids' shop. They usually help with the kids'
shop and provided gifts for the shop, but weren't able to work
at the shop. Instead, some members wrapped while social
distanced at the home while others picked up gifts that they
wrapped at home and returned them to the Children’s Home.

Champaign-Urbana - Chargers' Choice pantry at Centennial High School is now also serving students at
Stratton Academy for the Arts thanks to Eastern Illinois Food Bank getting social worker Deirdre Tsiakals
in touch with us. We served four large families who Deirdre (seen here smiling with cartful of food and
other necessities she will deliver to the families) described as being in dire need of food. She was very
concerned for them with the two-week school break ahead. We were very happy to help and expect this
partnership to grow because their need is so great.
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Champaign Altrusans covered a day of bell ringing for the Salvation Army at the
Schnuck's in Savoy. They stayed socially distant while ringing, but some groups got
together for a better picture. Thank you to Anita Andrews, Cheryl Barber, Brandi
Clemens (who will soon become an Altrusan), Barb Daly, Monica David, JoEllen
DeVilbiss, Linda Hascall, Bev Herzog, Jan Houston, Jeniece Mitchell, Pat Phillips,
Holly Thompson, Kristi Townsend, Mary Waters, and Shirley Witte for giving of their
time to a worthy cause on a cold day.

Elgin Altrusa club collected over 650 pajamas for the Salvation Army & Community Crisis Center holiday
distribution program in December. Collection boxes were placed on the front porches of member homes, in several
businesses and churches. Each pair of PJ's was put in a plastic bag and labeled with the size before it was
handed off to the Salvation Army.

*
Although their club did not meet during December, Evansville Altrusans continued to work behind the
scenes on several projects. They continued to collect personal hygiene items and other donations for
Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation Hangers which serves EVSC students in need. They continued
to collect personal hygiene items and luggage/carry-on type bags for the residents of the United
Methodist Youth Home. They investigated potential holiday favors to be included when meals are
delivered to the Evansville Meals On Wheels clients. The intent was to brighten the clients' day and to let
them know that Altrusans are thinking of them. The Vocational Committee continued to work on a collaboration among Evansville Altrusans, Indiana Vocational Technical College and the United Methodist Youth
Home. This is a work in process with more project details to follow at the appropriate time.
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Fox Valley Altrusans collected items for "Be a Hero to a Hero". Items donated were used to make
Christmas stockings for veterans in veterans’ homes. They collected underwear, socks and hygiene
products. They serve vets that are in nursing homes, hospitals or home bound. What a nice way to
participate in the Altrusa International S.O.S. project!

Fox Valley Altrusans collected snacks and treats for Halloween
and Thanksgiving for youth staying at the Juvenile Justice Center.
What a nice way to show these kids that someone cares about
them when they are probably having the worst time of their lives.

*

This photo shows Fox Valley’s collection of underwear, socks
and hygiene products for veterans through the “Be a Hero to a
Hero” organization. They serve vets that are in nursing homes,
hospitals or home bound.undro’ organization. They serve vets
that are in nursing homes, hospitals or home bound.
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Galesburg Altrusans faithfully made Christmas brighter for the Knox
County Child Advocacy children. Here's Santa Carol delivering their gifts
in super cute pillowcases made by Gayla, our craftiest of Elves!

Five members of Altrusa International of Indianapolis, along with
two family members, volunteered at the St. Vincent de Paul food
pantry. Working in various roles including loading items into vehicles,
sorting vegetables and bagged meats, and filling bags with Thanksgiving food items, the volunteers had a very busy Saturday helping to
get food ready for the 838 household served by this program. Many
thanks to District Six Altrusa members for continuing to step up and
help.

*

Indianapolis Altrusans spread Christmas cheer with carols and gift bags to the residents at Barton
Towers. Barton Hi-Rise is low income Senior/Disabled Housing. Normally they would be hosting a
Christmas Bingo but a good time was still had by all regardless of Covid! Members spent time caroling for
the residents at Barton Towers as they delivered the gift bags.

The Indianapolis Club had a Holiday Party using Zoom. They enjoyed sharing favorite Christmas
memories.
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Altrusa of Lexington, KY, recently participated in an Operation Holiday Cheer project with the Kentucky
National Guard Child and Youth Family Programs as they reach out to assist families in providing holiday
gifts to over 300 Kentucky National Guard youth. Thanks to a District Six grant, in-kind book donations to
their Foundation, and members' donations to their November Service Basket, Lexington Altrusa was able
to put together an Operation Holiday Cheer donation of nearly 250 new children’s books

Altrusa of Lexington sponsored the 11th annual Harrison Elementary Storytime with the Principal. It was
held virtually this year. All 220 Harrison students received a personal copy of Stand Tall Molly Lou
Melon and were able to read along with their beloved principal, Mrs. Franks, during the December 17
ZOOM Storytime Program. A prior drive-by pick-up date was held for families to pick up their book and
goody bags with hot chocolate packets and candy canes. Altrusa’s Harrison Volunteers were invited to
join in the ZOOM activity.

*

Lexington Altrusa Members also did Christmas Caroling for shut-ins in the community.
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Muncie Altrusa members made recordings in the Altrusa sponsored room at the Muncie Children’s
Museum. These recordings were available for children to make a virtual visit to the museum during the
month of December. Below member Jennifer Johnson is reading The Snowy Day.

Tiffany Kerrigan, from A Better Way and who is also an Altrusan, was
thankful to receive paper towels and disinfectant wipes from fellow
Muncie Altrusans!

*

Muncie Altrusa Holiday Service Project focused on women veterans in the community. The Reservations
Committee was in charge of the project and used the funds they received from the District Six Grant plus
an additional $100 from the committee’s budget to purchase thermal underwear, disposable blankets,
warm socks, and convenience kits filled with plenty of travel size toiletries and hygiene products. Club
members were asked to purchase $10.00 gift cards that the Delaware County Veterans’ Affairs Office will
distribute gift cards as needed throughout the year. One hundred gift cards were collected for a total of
$1300 for this project. Picture below shows all the contributions.
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For fun at the meeting, the Muncie Reservations Committee provided the table decorations, and the
participating members shared a story about each decoration.

*
Macomb Altrusa members rang the bells for the Salvation Army at Farm King. Members Marsha
McCormick, Jeanie Sowers, Sandy Collier, Miriam Satern, and Brae Huston participated.
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The Springfield Altrusa Club spent time together playing holiday games by Zoom. It was great for
Governor Sue to see these members since this was the first club she visited when she became GovernorElect.

*
Warsaw Club members braved the cold to ring the bells
for Salvation Army...something they do each year. The
need was greater than usual this year, so members
encouraged others to consider donating when they saw
the kettles!

Using Service Project Grant Funding from District Six, Altrusa of
Warsaw purchased books and markers for 19 students in Mrs.
Jacko’s class at Lincoln School for Christmas. Each student
received 4 books.

Sue Whitaker, District Six Governor
765-717-4444 or 765-284-4811
swhitaker@bsu.edu
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